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PADOPHILIA & THE
CONSTRUCTION OF CHILDHOOD

— by Terry Leahy,
NSW, Austraia

In this article I want to put forward some reasons for supporting some kinds of
pazdophile relationships — as aspects of resistance to capitalism and patriarchy, and
more generally, as a way of making children’s and adults’ lives more enjoyable.
Mainly, I am going to look at those pzdophile relationships where children are
willing and keen participants, and where the padophiles are genuinely "lovers" of
children. The fact that many such pzzdophiles and ped relationships do exist is amply
demonstrated by books such as Tom O’Carroll’s Pedophilia: The Radical Case, Theo
Sandfort’s The Sexual Aspect of Peedophile Relations, and Paul Wilson’s The Man
They Called a Monster. These books report many studies based on interviews with
children who are willingly involved in pzedophile relationships. They show that these
children certainly did not suffer from the relationships and that they regarded them
as a positive experience.

Since a lot of people’s most justified worries about pedophilia are in relation to
man-girl relationships, I will make a few comments about this before going on to
discuss some of the positive aspects of padophiles’ relationships. My views about
this have been strongly influenced by reading Ellen Bass and Louise Thornton’s book
I Never Told Anyone, which contains the reports of women who, as children, were the
victims of sexual abuse. Women that I have spoken to about this topic have heard of
or experienced situations similar to those described in the book. It seems that most
man-girl sexual contacts are initiated by men without the wiiling participation of the
girls involved. In that sense they are rapes, and their political meaning is quite clear.
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They are an aspect of men’s control over women’s lives. They do nothing but harm

the girls involved.

On the other hand, there do seem to be a very few man-girl relationships that
have been willingly entered into. Tom O’Carroll reports one case at length, and I
have heard of a few women who have had similar experiences. It is likely that such
relationships might suffer from some of the same problems that bedevil heterosexual
relationships between adults —- the expectation that the man will take a leading role
in the relationship and so on. While these aspects of such relationships should be
criticized, I think that girls should be free to enter into sexual relations with adults if
they are keen to do so. They should not be in a situation where a willingly entered
relationship can result in their lover going to jail, and/or themselves ending up in an
institution.

Incestuous relationships have special problems. An incestuous relationship
between a father and a daughter is inevitably affected by the fact that the father hasa
very real control over the daughter’s economic and emotional security. This makes it
particularly difficult for a daughter to exercise power in the relationship, since the
father is in a good position to put pressure on her. This is, of course, the context in
which most coerced relationships between men and girls occur. This situation is like
that of many marriages, where husbands control their wives’ economic security. In
both cases, the sexual coercion by fathers or husbands is just one aspect of their
control.

Most man-girl relationships reflect the way in which this society encourages men
to prey on women sexually. In acting out this predatory role, men consolidate theix
power over all aspects of women’s lives — not just their sexuality. This predatory
construction of male sexuality also means that most girls will fear male sexuality and
are not very likely to want to get involved in sex with men. This situation is also
affected by the sexual double standard.

Although sexuality is repressed in children of both sexes, it is much more
repressed in girls because they are destined to become god’s police as adults. This is
another reason why very few girls are likely to be willing participants in sex with
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adults. This in itself does not explain the large amount of unwilling man-girl sex. If
men weren’t rapists, it wouldn’t happen. But it does explain how it can be the case
that so much man-boy sex is the result of willing participation by boys, while so little
man-girl sex is like this. The fact that boys are allowed out of the home unsupervised
by their parents also has a big effect on this. They are much more likely to be in a_
position to meet adults who are not part of their family circle, and to form
independent friendships with adults. They are more likely to be seen by men as
political equals and will, themselves, expect their wishes to be respected.

To me, all this means that the best basis for a man-girl relationship is where the
girl meets the man outside of her family circle, and initiates and continues the
relationship on her terms. Such relationships are probably most common beiween
adolescent girls and their older boyfriends.

I will now go on to look at some of the benefits that willingly-entered padophile
relationships may confer. To me, there is no doubt that children in this society are
-sexually repressed. To discover sexuality for oneself as a child is no great task. That
so many children never masturbate while so many adults enjoy it is not some
accidental lack of interest on the part of children. They are told very early on that
the genitals are dirty and not to be touched; that it is embarrassing to be naked in
front of others and so on. As a result of such pressures children learn to be a-sexual.
Most children of the ages between five and ten will say that they wouldn’t like to
fuck, and that sex is disgusting. Boys tend to see sex in terms of heterosexuality and
say that girls are yukky and think of nothing but love, love, love. I don’t really know
what girls say -about sex when boys aren’t around. On the other hand, these
expressions of sexual denial in kids are only half the story. At the same time,
children spend huge amounts of time when they are together telling dirty jokes,
making jokes about being undressed, pissing in public, or having sex. They are just as
preoccupied with the subject as adults are. Half the time, their expressions of lack of
interest in sex are the subject of great hilarity and excitement — with an obvious
sexual content. Most adults are totally unaware of all this, as their own responses
have closed off this kind of communication with children.
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Counter-cultural children are just as caught up ‘in this culture of sexual
repression. Many adults within these circles have made some attempts to let children
express themselves sexually with other children. The result of this has been a fair
amount of sexual experimentation by children under five. In my experience,
counter-cultural children under five are, to a limited degree, open in their sexual
expression -- although usually making some attempt to hide this from adults. Often,
sexual play is between children of the same sex. It is not unusual for children to
‘invite other kids to their bedroom and shut the door for sexual games. As these
counter- cultural children reach the ages of 4, 5 or 6 they begin to be influenced by
older children who are quite well aware that the culture does not allow children to be
sexual. The culture of sexual repression comes from older kids down. The efforts of
counter-cultural parents to say that kids can be sexual are fairly minimal. They are
massively contradicted by the culture at large — by regiments of straight teachers and
parents supported by the media, which of course never shows kids in sexual
situations.

From my own experience with counter-cultural boys, I have no doubt that this
sexual repression is closely tied into a rejection of girls and of femininity generally.
The first and most insulting phrase that was used by older boys (of six) to attack
4-year-olds was: "You fuck your mother." Girls were attacked as yukky and
interested only in love. Later, boys started to accuse other younger boys of being
"dick wankers." By the ages of seven or eight, all the boys I know from this scene
have stopped having any kind of sexual contact with other children, not to mention
adults! This process has been so effective that quite a number of parents of these
eight year olds now see their children’s asexuality as something totally voluntary
and a natural part of childhood.

The sexual repression of childhood is even more obvious in the adolescent
period, when children start to be allowed to experience sexual desire - but not to
express it.

What are some of the effects of this all-pervasive sexual repression of children?
Sexual pleasure is, in itself, something which - repeated often enough -- can give you
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a warm feeling of being loved, can relax you and take away life’s cares, and so on. [A
natural "high" without the cost & side effects of drugs.] Children are denied all this.
As well, the constant sexual rejection by adults is a message to children that they do
not measure up — they don’t make the grade in ways that are really important to adults.
In the long run, adults prefer their relationships with their sexual partners over their
relationships with the children — whom they uniformly reject sexually. Children’
have the appearance of people who feel deprived of full emotional and sensuous
support from other people. They respond to this either with a brash bravado, or an
awkward shyness. Adults tend to see these responses as "cute” and as part of the
nature of children as such. In fact, the whole culture basks in the sick pleasures of
adults locking at kids as cute a-sexual playthings. When I go to a school play or gym
display, it always makes me distinctly uneasy to see the warm glow of approval on the
faces of the adults as the kids play at adult relationships and friendships, with the
sexual element safely removed.

All this experience of sexual repression in childhood has some very obvious
effects on their sexuality as later adults. Adults are sexually obsessed. They are in
constant fear of net getting enough sex. They cling desperately to failed
relationships, fearing that they are the only hope they have. They are scared to ask
for sex and convinced they will be rejected. They run to the security of marriage with
the illusory belief that they are buying the right to a continuous sexual relationship;
and later reconcile themselves to the sad conclusion that at least they don’t have to
think about sex any more. In my view, this constant fear of not getting enough sex
reflects the reality of a childhood in which you didn’t get any sex. There is no way
that you can take sex for granted as an adult when you lived through childhood iv 2
state of sexual frustration.

More generally, the political effects of the sexual repression of children are
totally conservative. The sexual repression of children is a necessary prelude to the
sexual repression of adults. The sexual repression experienced by children sows the
seeds of docility and subservience in all areas of life. It trains people for a life of
self-denial and for being told that not getting what you want is really "for your own
good." It’s hidden nature, the fact that it is treated as a voluntary state, as a product
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of the natural innocence of childhood, means that the repression is unconscious and
totally mystifying. It helps to create people who are unable to know what they really
want since at a conscious level, they have been trained to ignore some of their
deepest desires. ‘All this fits in well with a hierarchical society that requires people to
believe that their servitude is voluntary. It fits wellj
with a work discipline that requires people to work]
long hours of boring, alienated labor. The fact]
that children are always sexually rejected by adults)
they love means that they feel they never quite} Sexual repressmn Df
measure up. They are eager to jump through 'd,,uldh qu
hoops to prove their willingness to obey. This —
propensity is useful to any kind of boss.

More than any
adults, paedophlles have an
ablllty to break down the

More than any other adults, peedophiles have an ability to break down the sexual
repression of childhood. 1t is in their interest to awaken sexuality in children and to
undermine the taboos that prevent children from expressing their sexuality. They are
adults who will not uniformly reject the sexual approaches of children. The example
of their relationships can help other children to see themselves as sexual beings, and
to explore their own sexuality. Their example may help other adults to see that
sexual desires for children are not some nightmare monster to be squashed, and
allow these other adults to develop and understand their own sexual feelings for
children.

In society as it is now, childhood is a period when your close affectionate
relationships are all non-sexual, and when you are in fact barred from expressing
affection in sexual ways. As well, early childhood is a period when you are
particularly dependent on the care and affection of adults. What is stamped indelibly
on one’s mind is the sense that sexuality is not a normal aspect of affectionate
relationships. Your mother and maybe, in some cases, your father give you your
maic source of affectionate emotional support. But this is not atiowed to be
experienced or expressed sexually. It seems likely that this makes it quite difficult to
merge affection and sexuality in later adult relationships.






